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to the University of Graz (Austria) for guest lectures 
on matters related to Indian philosophy and spiritual-
ity. Fr Vineeth could inspire the student body with his 
erudite talks. All who stayed at his ashram Vidyava-
nam, which he started in Bangalore after retirement, 
spoke to me in great appreciation of it. Among them 

were also people from Germany and Austria. What 
I appreciate most in Fr Vineeth is his simplicity and 
approachability combined with original thinking that 
has well digested both the Indian and Western philo-
sophical and spiritual insights and that he tried to in-
tegrate academics with spirituality!

Thomas Thottungal CMI,  USA

¦V×ÍÞøÄ Ø¢ØíµÞø ÆÞVÖÈßµ 
ÄÏßÜâKßÏ ÕßÈàÄºîæa ÄÈÄÞÏ 
¦icÞvßµ èÈÉáÃcÕá¢, ¦VdÆ 
ÄÏá¢, ¦Íß¼ÞÄcÕá¢ §Ká¢ ®Kß 
æÜ ÎÞÏÞJ ØíÎøÃµ{ÞÏß ÈßÜ 
æµÞUáKá. 2000_2002 µÞÜ¸G 
JßÜÞÃí ¾ÞX ®æa ÉìçøÞ 
ÙßÄcJßæÜ ¦ÆcdÉÕVJÈçÎ¶ 
ÜÏÞÏ ¥çgÙ¢ ØíÅÞÉßºî µVÃÞ 
¿µ æÌHÞV¸GÏßæÜ ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ 
¦dÖÎJßæÜJáKÄí. 

ÉáøÞÄÈ «×ßÕøczÞV ÄÜÎáùµ{ßÜâæ¿ èµÎÞùßÏ 
Õß¼í¾ÞÈÕá¢, Ø¢ØíµÞøÕá¢, ÆVÖÈºßLÏá¢ ©ZæµÞI 
¦V×ÍÞøÄ Ø¢ØíµÞø¢ ®æKÏá¢ ¦ ÈÞ{áµ{ßW Õ{æø 
çÏæù ØíÉVÖßºîßGáIÞÏßøáKá. 

ÍÞøÄØ¢ØíµÞøJßÜâKßÏ ¦vØÞfÞÄíAÞø¢

dÖÕÃ¢,åÎÈÈ¢, ÈßÆßicÞØÈ¢ ®KßÕÏßÜâæ¿ çÈ¿ßÏ 
¥ÈáÍÕ øâÉJßÜáU Õß¼í¾ÞÈ¢æµÞIí ÎÞdÄçÎ ¥ÙCÞø¢ 
ÈÖßºîí ÉøÎÞÈw¢ çÈ¿ÞÈÞµâ ®K ¼í¾ÞÈ çÏÞ·ØâdÄ¢ 
®Ká¢ ®æa µVHÉ¿B{ßW ¥ÜÏ¿ßAáKá. ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ 
Ïá¢ Õ{æøçÏæùØíÉVÖßºîßGáU ²øáÆÞVÖÈßµ ØâµñÎÞÃßæÄ 
Ká ¾ÞX ³VAáKá. 

dÖÕÃ¢, ÎÈÈ¢, ÈßÆßicÞØÈ¢, Íµñß, ¼í¾ÞÈ¢, µVN¢ 
§ÕæÏÜïÞ¢ ØÎ¼í¾ØÎÞÏß ©ZæAÞUßºîáæµÞIí Èß×íµÞÎ 
µVNJßÜâæ¿ ÎÞÄãµÞÉøÎÞÏß ¼àÕßºîáµÞÃßºî ÈNáæ¿ 
ÉøßÖái µÈcµÞÎùßÏçJÞ¿í ¥çgÙJßÈá Õ{æø ¥¿áJ 
ÍµñßÏÞÏßøáKá. 

²øá ÆßÕØ¢ ÄßøæAÞÝßE ØÞÏÞ JßW ÌHÞV¸Gí 
ÈÞ×ÃW ÉÞVAßÈ¿áJáU dÉÇÞÈÕàÅßÏßW Õºîí ¥çgÙ 
JßÈá ÄØíAøzÞøßW ÈßKí ¦dµÎÃ¢ çÈøßç¿IßÕK 
çMÞZåµÏîßÜáIÞÏßøáK ¼ÉÎÞÜÏßÜáU ÖøÃJÞÜá¢ 
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Éøß. ¥NÏáæ¿ ÎicØíÅÄÏÞÜá¢ ÉøÞdÖÏ¢ µâ¿ÞæÄ øfæMG 
¥ÈáÍÕ¢ ÉCáæÕºîßGáUÄí ¾ÞÈßKá¢ ¦ÖíºøcÉâVÕî¢ ³V 
JáçÉÞµáKá. 

¥çgÙJßæa ºßøµÞÜÞÍßÜÞ×B{ßæÜÞKÞÏßøáKá 
ÎøÃ¢ÕæøÏáU ¦dÖÎAâGÞÏíÎ. ÍÞøÄØ¢ØíµÞøJßÜâ 
KßÏ ¦vØÞfÞÄíAÞøJßÈÞÏß ÕcÏ¢æºÏñ ÎáÈßÕøcæÈ 
çÉÞæÜ ÎøÃ¢ Õæø ÉøßÄcµñÈÞÏß ¦dÖÎJßÜÞÏßøßA 

ÃæÎKÞÏßøáKá ¥çgÙJßæa ÕÜßæÏÞøá ¦d·Ù¢. 
®KÞW ®ÜïÞ ÉøßÎßÄßÕøOáµç{Ïá¢ çÍÆßºîí dÄßèÄbµ 
èÆÕÎÞÏ ØVçÕîÖbøX dÄàÄbJßæa ÄßøáKÞZÆßÕØ¢ 
ÄæK ¥Õß¿çJÏíAí §×í¿æMG ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ ØÄcÎÞÏáU 
¦vØÞfÞWAÞøJßÈÞÏí ®æKçKAáÎÞÏß Õß{ßºîá... 
ÈÎáæAÜïÞÕVAá¢ ÎæxÞøáÎicØíÅÈÞÏß §Èß ÕßÈàÄºîÈá¢ 
ØbVPJßÜáIÞÏßøßAáæÎKí dÉÄàfßAÞ¢...

Humble was he, humility his name
True to his other (name*), he loved nature
Lived as one with mother nature
Now has he carved in history a name!

The essence and existence strove he
To find the kernel in philosophy.
The victim and priest was One said he
To give the core of his theology.

Filled yet living wholly emptied
Zenith did he reach twice and more,
That minions looked up with awe
Yet his feet stayed fully rooted.

Glorious yet quite plain simple

Francis Xavier Vellanikkaran CMI, Coimbatore
An Elegy to the Acharya

His thoughts and ideas were;
Profuse did they flow out though
In words that didn’t seek to boast.

Passioned yet remaining detached
His heart burned for the ideals, 
That were much above mere humans
Yet he gave in to no ‘lofty’ passions.

Ventured he to bring two lines parallel
Indian and Christian, in truth, one.
Ashram or any place other was fine
To take it with zeal the fire within.

Guide, friend, philosopher… nay quite more
Was he to quite a lot, all his beloved;
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